
Development Guidance 
Factsheet 
Bundaberg Regional Council has developed 
a series of factsheets to provide guidance on 
development. 
An important first step is finding out your 
site’s zoning and overlay information as this 
will help you determine the requirements that 
will apply. To do this, please visit  
bundaberg.qld.gov.au/interactive-
mapping-system or contact Council on the 
details below. Our staff are more than happy 
to provide further assistance on mapping, and 
are also available to discuss your development 
further.

What are zones?
A zone is a way of putting land into ‘categories’ 
about where certain uses can be established. 
What are overlays? 
Overlays are maps that show important 
site features and constraints, for example 
flooding, bushfire, steep land, areas for coastal 
protection or with good quality agricultural 
land.

Contact Council 
1300 883 699 
between 8.15am to 4.45pm Monday to Friday
duty.planner@bundaberg.qld.gov.au
Development Counter
Level 6, Auswide Building
16-20 Barolin Street, Bundaberg 
(see website for other office locations) 
between 8.15am to 4.45pm Monday to Friday
bundaberg.qld.gov.au

A secondary dwelling is part of a dwelling house and only requires a building approval, as long 
as it meets the requirements to show that it is a ‘genuine’ secondary dwelling. A secondary 
dwelling can only be associated with a dwelling house, not any other form of dwelling (for 
example, dual occupancy, multiple dwelling, caretaker’s accommodation). 

A secondary dwelling is used in conjunction with, and subordinate to, another dwelling on 
the same lot – such as a ‘granny flat’, teenager’s retreat or relative’s apartment. 

Secondary dwellings need to meet the following requirements, 
otherwise planning approval will be required*...

*see the dwelling house code for further details

When is it not a secondary dwelling? 
Please be aware that if you are not a genuine secondary dwelling you could be defined as 
a dual occupancy and be subject to separate requirements. If you are proposing any of the 
following, it’s likely that you will be a dual occupancy and you can refer to the Development 
Guidance Factsheet – Dual Occupancy in this series for further clarification:

 › Separate lease arrangement (e.g. investment property where secondary dwelling is let 
separate to the primary dwelling)

 › Separate titling on a body corporate
 › Separate street address and/or meter connections.

Only one secondary 
dwelling per dwelling 

house

Maximum gross floor  
area of 60sqm

One on-site parking 
space for the 

secondary dwelling

Located in a Residential, Rural 
Residential or Rural zone – where 

in the Low density residential zone, 
minimum lot size is 800sqm

Is connected to and 
either attached to 

or within 20m of the 
primary dwelling

Must be a functional relationship or 
connection between occupants of the 
secondary dwelling and the primary 

dwelling (e.g. related, carer, boarder)

A dwelling house that includes a 
secondary dwelling is designed to 
function and have the appearance            

of a single dwelling*

Single point of connection to 
services (water, sewerage, 

stormwater drainage and electricity) 
where in a serviced area

mailto:duty.planner%40bundaberg.qld.gov.au?subject=
http://bundaberg.qld.gov.au


The contents of this information sheet have been prepared in order to assist residents to understand the Bundaberg Regional Council Planning Scheme. This information is a general overview only. For full details in relation 
to the applicable provisions of the planning scheme that affect proposed development please refer to the Bundaberg Regional Council Planning Scheme.

Any secondary dwelling that does not satisfy the requirements for accepted development will require 
assessment against the Dwelling house code with Council as a referral agency in most cases.  In addition to 
the requirements for secondary dwellings set out in the Dwelling house code, certain overlays may trigger 
other requirements, or a planning application (e.g. heritage, neighbourhood character, flood hazard).
The requirements relating to dwelling houses and secondary dwellings are outlined in the following 
three documents:

Statewide Queensland Development Code (QDC): 
Part MP 1.1 for land under 450m2 or  
Part MP 1.2 for land over 450m2

Sets out requirements for siting, boundary clearances/
setbacks and height.

MP 1.1  –  DESIGN AND SITING STANDARD FOR SINGLE 
DETACHED HOUSING – ON LOTS UNDER 450M2
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Bundaberg Regional Council Planning Scheme
Sets out some alternatives to the QDC requirements in certain cases. 
These alternative provisions are typically found within the dwelling house 
code. Some overlays, such as the flood hazard overlay, may also contain 
requirements affecting domestic outbuildings. 
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Amenity and Aesthetics, and Building Work Involving Removal or Rebuilding 
Policy 
1.0 Intent 

To set Council’s policy position with regard to:– 
(1) particular types of Class 1a and Class 10 development where Council considers these 

types of developments may have an extreme adverse effect on the amenity, likely 
amenity, or may be in conflict with the character of a particular locality; and 

(2) its referral agency role for Building Work involving Removal of a building or other 
structure, whether or not for rebuilding at another site or the rebuilding of a building 
or other structure removed from another site.   

 
2.0 Application  

Under Schedule 9, Part 3, Division 2, Tables 1 and 7 of the Planning Regulation 2017 all 
building applications nominated for Building Work for:–  
(1) particular types of Class 1a and Class 10 buildings and structures within the 

Bundaberg Regional Council area and identified in section 4.0; and 
(2) removal and/or rebuilding; 
require referral to Council as a referral agency. 
 
Where an application requires referral to Council, the applicant is required give Council, as 
the referral agency, a copy of the application, the required fee and a copy of the 
confirmation notice (given by the assessment manager).   The relevant fee is set out annually 
in Council’s Schedule of Fees and Charges.  In addition to this material it is requested that 
Council’s ‘Request for Concurrence Agency Assessment’ form accompany any referral.  
 

2.1 Effective Date 
This policy is effective from 1 November 2017. 

 
2.2 Superseded Documents 

This policy supersedes the Amenity and Aesthetics, and Building Work involving Removal or 
Rebuilding Policy (November 2015).   

 
3.0 Policy Objectives 

To ensure particular building work (involving removal or rebuilding, or building work that 
Council has declared may have an extreme adverse effect on the local amenity, likely 
amenity, or be in conflict with the character of the locality) protects and contributes to its 
surrounding built environment where people live and interact.   

 
4.0 Policy 

On 31 October 2017, Council declared (Item G3) in accordance with Schedule 9, Part 3, 
Division 2, Tables 1 and 7 of the Planning Regulation 2017 that:–  
(1) particular types of Building Work, as identified in Tables 4.1 and 4.2, may:- 

(a) have an extremely adverse effect on the amenity, or likely amenity, of the 
locality; or 

(b) be in extreme conflict with the character of the locality; and  
(2) Building Work involving the removal (including demolition) and/or rebuilding of a 

building or other structure removed from another site will require security and the 
amount, form and conditions are to be in accordance with Section 6.0 of this policy.   

 

Bundaberg Regional Council Amenity and Aesthetics policy 
Sets out more specific requirements for height of structures, roof pitch 
and front setbacks, length/width of structures and the total maximum 
floor area for all domestic outbuildings. 


