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  AGENDA FOR ORDINARY MEETING  
TO BE HELD IN CIVIC CENTRE SUPPER ROOM, BUNDABERG 

ON TUESDAY 25 AUGUST 2020, COMMENCING AT 10.00 AM 

 

Page 
1 Apologies 
 
2 Confirmation of Minutes 
 

B1 Ordinary Meeting of Council - 28/07/2020 

 
3 Finance 
 
 F1 Financial Summary as at 31 July 2020 3 
 
 F2 Capital Reprovisions for the period ending 30 June 2020 into the 

2020/2021 financial year. 11 
 
4 Governance 
 
 G1 Christmas Closedown 2020 51 
 
5 Planning 
 
 K1 Planning Scheme Policy for Agricultural Buffers 53 
 
6 Tourism & Regional Growth 
 
 S1 Request for Sponsorship for Variety Bash Adventure - Bundaberg 

November 2020 202 
 
7 Confidential 
 
 T1 Lease of Part of 160 Hughes Road, Bargara (Lot 11 on RP7268) 

Bargara Administration Building 
 
 T2 Rating exemption for Educational Facilities 
 
 T3 Specialised Supplier - Servicing of SCADA Pack Remote 

Telemetry Units 
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 T4 Specialised Supplier - Solus Library App 
 
 T5 Specialised Supplier Arrangement with LTech Australia Pty Ltd 
 
 T6 Specialised Supplier Arrangement with Task Exchange Pty Ltd 
 
 T7 Request to reduce the development application fee – 

Development Permit for Material Change of Use for Motor Sport 
Facility at 2359 Bucca Road, Bullyard (Lot 226 on CK386) – 
Bundy Turfburners Mower Racing Club. 

 
 T8 Purchase of Lot 1 on SP225014 
 

 
8 General Business 
 
9 Meeting Close 
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Item 25 August 2020 

Item Number: 

F1 

File Number: 

. 

Part: 

FINANCE 

Portfolio: 

Organisational Services 

Subject: 

Financial Summary as at 31 July 2020   

Report Author:  

Anthony Keleher, Chief Financial Officer 

Authorised by:  

Amanda Pafumi, General Manager Organisational Services  

Link to Corporate Plan: 

Our People, Our Business - 3.1 A sustainable financial position - 3.1.2 Apply 
responsible fiscal principles for sustainable financial management.         
 

Background:  

In accordance with section 204 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 a financial 
report must be presented to Council on a monthly basis. The attached financial report 
contains the financial summary and associated commentary at 31 July 2020. 

Associated Person/Organization:  

Nil 

Consultation:  

Financial Services Team 

Chief Legal Officer’s Comments:  

Pursuant to section 204 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 the Local 
Government must prepare and the Chief Executive Officer must present, the financial 
report. The financial report must state the progress that has been made in relation to 
the Local Government’s budget for the period of the financial year up to a day or as 
near as practicable to the end of the month before the meeting is held. 

Policy Implications:  

There appears to be no policy implications. 

Financial and Resource Implications:  

There appears to be no financial or resource implications. 

Risk Management Implications:  

There appears to be no risk management implications. 
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Human Rights: 

There appears to be no human rights implications. 

 

Attachments: 

⇩1 Financial Summary as at 31 July 2020 
  
 

Recommendation:  
 
That the financial summary as at 31 July 2020 be noted by Council. 
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Item 25 August 2020 

Item Number: 

F2 

File Number: 

. 

Part: 

FINANCE 

Portfolio: 

Organisational Services 

Subject: 

Capital Reprovisions for the period ending 30 June 2020 into the 2020/2021 financial 
year.   

Report Author:  

Anthony Keleher, Chief Financial Officer 

Authorised by:  

Amanda Pafumi, General Manager Organisational Services  

Link to Corporate Plan: 

Our People, Our Business - 3.1 A sustainable financial position - 3.1.2 Apply 
responsible fiscal principles for sustainable financial management.         
 

Background:  

At the 30 June 2020 there were several capital projects in progress.  This budget 
amendment seeks to carry over the balance of these projects into the current financial 
year. 

All budget amendments are required to have the full suite of budget documents 
including the recertification of the Revenue Statement and Revenue Policy. 

Recurrent 

This budget amendment is limited to the reprovision of capital projects, however it will 
have a minor impact on Council’s long-term financial forecast including interest 
revenue, finance costs and depreciation. 

The long-term financial forecast continues to project positive Operating Surplus Ratio’s 
within the target range. 

Capital 

Capital revenue has decreased slightly with adjustments relating to timing of capital 
income. Capital expenditure has increase by $15.27 million to $106.07 million. 

Significant capital reprovisions include: 

• Gin Gin Streetscape $3,230,000 

• Gin Gin Service Centre and Library $505,000 

• Buss Street Burnett Heads Upgrade $1,275,000 

• Delivery of Fleet $3,370,000 
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Associated Person/Organization:  

N/A 

Consultation:  

Executive Leadership Team 

Managers and Supervisors 

Chief Legal Officer’s Comments:  

There appears to be no legal implications. 

Policy Implications:  

The amended budget must include the Revenue Policy and Revenue Statement which 
have already been adopted by Council and remain unchanged. 

Financial and Resource Implications:  

Council’s capital budget has been amended to accommodate projects still being 
delivered. Amendments to the current budget have been processed and potential 
impacts to forecast periods and sustainability ratios assessed. 

Risk Management Implications:  

There appears to be no risk management implications. 

Human Rights: 

There appears to be no human rights implications. 

 

Attachments: 

⇩1 FY 2020/2021 Budgeted Financial Statements 
⇩2 Revenue Policy 
⇩3 Revenue Statement 

  
 

Recommendation:  

That: 

1. Pursuant to section 170(3) and section 173 of the Local Government 
Regulation 2012, Council adopt the amended budget as tabled; and 

2. Council endorse the following policies:  

a. Revenue Policy, version 4; 

b. Revenue Statement, version 3; 
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Item 25 August 2020 

Item Number: 

G1 

File Number: 

. 

Part: 

GOVERNANCE 

Portfolio: 

Organisational Services 

Subject: 

Christmas Closedown 2020   

Report Author:  

Jon Rutledge, Manager People, Safety & Culture 

Authorised by:  

Amanda Pafumi, General Manager Organisational Services  

Link to Corporate Plan: 

Our People, Our Business - 3.2 Responsible governance with a customer-driven 
focus - 3.2.2 Provide friendly and responsive customer service, in keeping with 
Council values and community expectations.         
 

Background:  

In past years, Council has agreed to the closure of Council administration offices, 
service centres and depots for three business days over the Christmas/New Year 
period. It is proposed that Council offices will close from Friday 25 December 2020 
and reopen on Monday 4 January 2021.  
During this period, employees will take the following leave:  

• Friday 25 December 2020 – Public Holiday  

• Monday 28 December 2020 – Public Holiday 

• Tuesday 29 to Thursday 31 December 2020 – Employees will be offered the 
alternative of taking leave, accrued Rostered Days Off (RDO’s) or Time Off In 
Lieu (TOIL) or any combination of these.  

• Friday 1 January 2021 – Public Holiday  

Council will maintain an employee listing who will attend to critical business during this 
period 

Associated Person/Organization:  

N/A 

Consultation:  

Executive Leadership Team 

Chief Legal Officer’s Comments:  

There appears to be no legal implications. 
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Policy Implications:  

There appears to be no policy implications. 

Financial and Resource Implications:  

There appears to be no financial or resource implications. 

Risk Management Implications:  

There appears to be no risk management implications. 

Human Rights: 

There appears to be no human rights implications. 

 

Attachments: 

Nil 
 

Recommendation:  

That:  

1. Council's Administration Office, Auswide Offices, Service Centres, 
Libraries, Arts Centres and Depots (and other administrative and depot 
areas as applicable) be closed for general business on the three working 
days over the Christmas/New Year period, namely Tuesday 29, 
Wednesday 30 and Thursday 31 December 2020, with offices and depots 
reopening on Monday 4 January 2021;  

2. employees be offered the alternative of taking the subject three days 
from leave, or a combination of leave and accrued rostered days off;  

3. the Chief Executive Officer advertise the closure and telephone 
numbers of Council officers who will attend to critical business over this 
period.  
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Item 25 August 2020 

Item Number: 

K1 

File Number: 

N/A 

Part: 

PLANNING 

Portfolio: 

Planning & Development Services 

Subject: 

Planning Scheme Policy for Agricultural Buffers    

Report Author:  

Hugh Byrnes, Strategic Planning Officer 

Authorised by:  

Stephen Johnston, Chief Executive Officer  

Link to Corporate Plan: 

Our Environment - 2.3 Sustainable built and natural environment - 2.3.3 Review and 
consistently enforce local laws, the planning scheme, and other associated 
environment and public health legislation to ensure they meet community standards.         
 

Background:  

The agricultural industry is a key contributor to the Bundaberg Region’s economy.  The 
State Planning Policy recognises the importance of agriculture and agricultural land 
resources to the Queensland economy by ensuring this state interest is protected and 
appropriately integrated within local planning instruments. 

The Planning Scheme currently addresses this state interest through a number of 
mechanisms, including the mapping of agricultural land and through requiring 
vegetated buffers between an existing agricultural use and any encroaching urban 
development.  While the requirement for developers to provide agricultural buffers is 
specified within the current Planning Scheme it puts the onus of design on the 
developer, which has resulted in inconsistent standards across the region.  This has 
become a source of frustration for the agricultural sector, the development industry, 
and Council.   

To address these concerns, Council’s Development Group engaged consultants Place 
Design Group to undertake a planning study and recommend fit for purpose outcomes 
for the design, construction, and maintenance of agricultural buffers. 

The development of the draft policy involved targeted consultation with key 
stakeholders to ensure industry concerns would be addressed.  Consultation was 
undertaken with: 

1. UDIA Bundaberg Branch 
2. Bundaberg Fruit and Vegetable Growers (incorporating Isis producers) 
3. Bundaberg Canegrowers (including a representative from Bundaberg Sugar) 
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4. Childers Canegrowers (including a representative from the Isis Mill) 
 

All stakeholders acknowledged that issues existed with the interface between 
agriculture and residential development, irrespective of residential density.  Off-farm 
impacts discussed included dust, noise, spray drift, smell, light, smoke and ash, and 
visual amenity issues.  These consultation sessions were valuable in raising key 
issues and practical realities that face the agricultural industry in relation to complaints 
and conflicts with neighbouring residential uses.   

Engagement with Council’s asset managers was also undertaken to ensure a full 
understanding of Council’s obligations relating to ongoing maintenance and other 
matters were addressed. 

The draft policy identifies varying buffer treatments for different situations.  Three 
different buffer treatments are proposed: 

a) Buffer type A is intended to provide a suitable buffer to adjacent sugar cane and 
horticultural crops; 

b) Buffer Type B is intended to provide a suitable buffer to taller horticulture crops 
such as orchards/tree crops; 

c) Buffer Type C is intended to provide a permanent visual buffer to cane railway 
tram lines to assist in mitigating light and dust. This buffer type is also proposed 
to be used as a transitional buffer. 

The draft policy also proposes a number of other measures to ensure the buffers are 
effectively constructed and maintained, including: 

a) Introduction of non-invasive bamboo which allows for quicker establishment of 
vegetation; 

b) Allows for the establishment of ‘transitional’ buffers in growth areas where it is 
expected the adjacent agricultural land will be developed for urban or residential 
uses in the foreseeable future; 

c) Introduction of an establishment period to ensure the vegetation is properly 
established prior to handing over of ownership; 

d) Prioritises buffers to be located within private properties, rather than Council 
ownership; and 

e) Uses covenants to ensure protection and maintenance of the buffers.  

The draft policy is supported by agricultural science and landscape architecture 
technical reports.  These reports will be made available during public consultation.   

It is a requirement of the Planning Act and the Minister’s Guidelines and Rules that 
Council publicly consult on the proposed Planning Scheme Policy.  Consultation must 
be for a minimum of 20 days.  Key industry stakeholders that were previously 
consulted will be contacted again as part of consultation on the proposed policy. 

Following consultation, it will be necessary for Council to review any properly made 
submissions and decide whether to adopt the proposed policy (with or without changes 
in response to submissions). 

 

Associated Person/Organization:  
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Queensland Treasury (Planning Group); Treasurer and Minister for Infrastructure and 
Planning (Cameron Dick MP). 

Consultation:  

Public consultation of the proposed planning scheme amendment will be undertaken 
in accordance with requirements of the Planning Act 2016 and the Minister’s 
Guidelines and Rules. As part of public consultation, key development and agricultural 
industry stakeholders will be engaged with.  

Chief Legal Officer’s Comments:  

The current recommendation does not in itself present any legal implications. 
However, the Planning Act 2016 identifies circumstances where a landowner may be 
entitled to compensation for reduced value of interest in land (arising from a change 
to the Council’s planning scheme). It is unlikely that the proposed planning scheme 
policy would give rise to any such compensation. 

Policy Implications:  

The proposed policy will provide clearer guidance for the design, construction, 
maintenance and ownership of vegetated agricultural buffers for urban and residential 
development that adjoins agricultural land or existing agricultural uses. 

Financial and Resource Implications:  

Council’s 2020/21 budget includes appropriate allocation of resources to undertake 
the proposed planning scheme policy amendment.  

Risk Management Implications:  

There appears to be no risk management implications. 

Human Rights: 

There appears to be no human rights implications. 

 

Attachments: 

⇩1 Draft Planning Scheme Policy for Agricultural Buffers 
⇩2 Supporting Technical Report 
⇩3 Supporting Agricultural Science Technical Report 
⇩4 Supporting Landscape Technical Report 

  
 

Recommendation:  

That pursuant to the Planning Act 2016 and the Minister’s Guidelines and 
Rules – Council:- 

a. decide to make a Planning Scheme Policy for Agricultural Buffers; and 

b. approve the proposed Planning Scheme Policy for public consultation. 
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Item 25 August 2020 

Item Number: 

S1 

File Number: 

. 

Part: 

TOURISM & REGIONAL 
GROWTH 

Portfolio: 

Community & Environment 

Subject: 

Request for Sponsorship for Variety Bash Adventure - Bundaberg November 2020   

Report Author:  

Gavin Steele, General Manager Community & Environment 

Authorised by:  

Gavin Steele, General Manager Community & Environment  

Link to Corporate Plan: 

Our Community - 1.2 Safe, active, vibrant and inclusive community - 1.2.3 Support 
and facilitate community programs, networks, projects and events that promote 
social connectedness; and active and healthy community life.         
 

Background:  

Variety – the Children’s Charity, Queensland conduct an annual Variety Bash which is 
a car rally which raises funds to support children and their families.  The Variety Bash 
has been conducted annually since 1984 and takes a different route each year. 

The 2020 Variety Bash was planned to commence in Winton in August but due to the 
current COVID restrictions the event had to be cancelled earlier this year, however, 
Variety have remodelled the event and are now going to hold a Variety Bash Adventure 
starting in Bundaberg on 9 November 2020 and concluding in Noosa on 14 November 
2020. 

Variety Qld have invited Bundaberg Regional Council to sponsor the event as the host 
town for the 2020 Bash Adventure and have asked for Council’s consideration for 
sponsorship of $20,000 plus GST, which is the same level of sponsorship that Winton 
were providing for their cancelled event. 

The Variety Club had also sought use of the Multiplex from 6 to 9 November 2020, 

however, the venue is presently already booked for another event. The Variety Club 

will be raising money to support local causes whilst they are here and they are hoping 

to raise enough money for Bundaberg State High School to purchase a 50 seater bus 

that will assist with their IGNITE (transition to work program) which assists at-risk youth 

to attend an offsite learning location. 

The Variety Bash will attract significant local and State media interest and the 

opportunity to host the 2020 event will place a focus on the Bundaberg Region which 
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should translate into an increase in drive tourism, particularly given the indefinite 

border closures at the moment restricting interstate travel. 

Associated Person/Organization:  

Nil 

Consultation:  

Councillors  

Chief Legal Officer’s Comments:  

Council may resolve to provide the funding and should enter into a Partnership/ 
Sponsorship Agreement to determine the terms and conditions of the funding. 

Policy Implications:  

There appears to be no policy implications. 

Financial and Resource Implications:  

Given the uncertainty with other events that Council had budgeted in the current 

financial year due to COVID-19, there is sufficient funding presently available in the 

Events sponsorship and partnership budget to provide the financial support requested 

for Variety Bash Adventure. 

Risk Management Implications:  

There appears to be no risk management implications. 

Human Rights: 

There appears to be no human rights implications. 

 
 

Attachments: 

⇩1 Variety letter Bundaberg 
  
 

Recommendation:  
 
That Council authorise the CEO to enter into a Partnership/Sponsorship 
Agreement with Variety Queensland for the 2020 Variety Bash Adventure to 
be held in Bundaberg in November 2020 with Council providing $20,000 plus 
GST, in sponsorship for the event. 
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